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MAY 6 2017 

 
[STCC] Tiromoana Rd (Not a TCC points round) 

 
MAY 7 2017 

 
[STCC] Ararata Rd (Not a TCC points round) 

 
MAY 13 2017 

 
PRIZEGIVING 2016 Season 

 
JUN 11 2017 

 
De Havilland Drive Street Sprint 

 
JUL 01 2017 

 
New Plymouth Doors Ltd Rifle Range Rd Night Street Sprint 

Note: You must have lights installed in your vehicle for this event. 
 

JUL 30 2017 
 

Hurlstone Drive Street Sprint 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events 
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Refer:  http://www.seabrightmotorsport.co.nz/Events.html for more info on these events 

 

 

 

Upcoming Out of the region events 

http://www.seabrightmotorsport.co.nz/Events.html


 

 

 

 

 

Date: Saturday 13th May 
Time: 4.30PM till 12.30AM 
Venue: East End surf club 

 
All 2016 members come along and enjoy a beverage or two, 

while talking about how little we spend on our race cars. 
Non 2016 club members $20 

 
There will be a lamb on the spit, with all sorts of sides.   

 
Please RSVP by 5th May to Larni Jury or Dave Geraghty 

 
 

  

Prizegiving – 2016 season  



 

 

 

Its feels like it was just yesterday when I was preparing the first edition of Wheelspin, but yet a month has past 
already! So, with the second edition of wheelspin, its great to obtain a little more content this time round, with 
some write-ups from Paul Chinery & Tim Roper about recent events they have competed in.   
Thank you Paul & Tim for taking the time to do so, and thanks to Craig Nielsen & Shay Burkart for completing 
Driver Profiles, all of which make for great reading!    
 
2016 Prizegiving is coming up on the 13th May, so please don’t forget to get your RSVP in to Larni or Dave if you 
plan to attend.  Hope to see many of you there. 
 
Cheers 
Stace 
 
 

 

 

 
Welcome all, Its that time of the month again, Wheel spin time!!! So it’s been a bit of a busy month behind the 

scenes with plans afoot for the club’s final finale of the year….. 2016 Season Prize giving!!! Saturday 13th May, 

kick off at 4.30pm Make sure you get your RSVP’s in nice and promptly so we know how many people will be 

tucking in to Mary (Sheep on split) with much thanks to the Geraghty’s. To date we are still missing a box of 

trophies and keep sakes from last year’s prize giving, we would really like them back to pass out to this year’s 

recipients, if you have any information regarding this please let any of the committee members know.  

But first up I hope you have your entries in for this weekend’s Dign4u STCC Double Hill Climb Weekend, 6th & 

7th of May, Ararata Hill Climb and Tiromoana Hill Climb and while they are not points rounds for TCC it will still 

be great to have a good number of club entries to support these great events. Regs and entry forms are up on 

the TCC website.  

And last event on the calendar for this month is the Wanganui Dual Tarmac Hillclimb on the 20th & 21st of May 

with the PUKERIMU RD & OKOIA RD, please note drivers briefing for both days are 8.45am so please allow 

plenty of time for documentation, scrutineering and travel. Entries close on the 15th of May, no entries 

accepted on the day. $100.00 single day, $200.00 for both days with limits of 40 entires. Pukerimu Road – A 

challenging 1.6km back country road that starts out flat, then crosses a narrow bridge before twisting its way to 

the top of the hill. Approx 15km from Wanganui towards New Plymouth off SH3, Between Kai Iwi and Maxwell 

Okoia Road – This iconic hill climb has been running for around 40 years, while it’s short 1.1km layout looks 

easy, the off-camber sweeper, tight hairpin and tricky last corner has embarrassed many drivers over the years. 

Approx 5 km southeast of Wanganui towards Fordell off No. 3 Line (Spectator parking at bottom of Okoia Hill). 

Regs and entry form on the TCC website.  

I would like to take some time to thank all the crew that put together the Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint held on 

the 23rd of April, It was a great day of racing on a fast flowing round trip of the back roads of Lepperton with a 

few getting the chance to get some “Air time”. Congrats to Chris McPhail for taking out the overall win with the 

combined time of 7:50.96 with his three fastest runs. Personally it was my first time to compete in this event 

and so glad I did, with a result of second in class (B) pip’ed by 1.2 seconds over all for the three fastest runs of 

the day by winner of the class Russell Christensen with a combined time of 9:18.86. Will surely be looking 

forward to when this event comes round again!  

 

(A brief) Note from the Editor 

Presidents Report 



 

 

 

Just a reminder that the New Plymouth Doors Rifle Range Road Night Street Sprint (dam that’s a mouth full) 

has been moved to the 1st July, keep your eye out for the entry form and regs on the website, there are some 

special requirements for this event so don’t be caught out.  

Special request from your events team. For this coming season we would like to see more involvement from 

the club members to assist with the organising and setup/breakdown of events. Things like letter drops to the 

residents, posting signs before the event, to arriving early on the day and helping with taping, signage and road 

closures as well as the breakdown after the event and collecting it all back in. The old addy lies here, many 

hands make light work and needless to say the hands that have been doing it all to date are starting to struggle 

with the increasing work load with constant updates to Health & Safety requirements. Further to that we 

request that all local cars competing in our event MUST ATTEND scrutineering and documentation on the 

posted evening prior to the event unless communication is received by the events team with a valid excuse and 

I don’t mean dinner with the family.  

Look forward to seeing you all at the prize giving.  

Warm Regards  

Drew Jeffrey  

TCC President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Presidents Report (cont)  



 

 

 

Name: Shay Burkart 

Date of Birth: 20.11.90 

Occupation: Mechanical Engineer 

Current Race Car: Mazda FC35 RX7 

Previous Race Cars: As above 

Daily Drive: Mazda BT50 

Dream Car: 71 Nissan Skyline GTR Hakosuka 

First joined TCC: 2013 

Involvement within the club: Helper/Racer 

First Events: Hurlstone Drive, 2013 

Best Moment in Motorsport: 1st Overall Korita Road, 2015 , (1st Overall 2016 season – Not 

official yet) 

Worst Moment in Motorsport: Crash Ararata Sprint 2016 
  

Driver Profile 



 

 

 

 

Well, 
I suppose my experience of the Lepperton event starts with being talked into it by Ben, Nick, Erin and Blake.  
The next day while I was at work I asked the receptionist to print all forms off for me. That night in the shed I 
read through them and passed them around for everybody to look at as well.  'Man this looks fun!' I thought to 
myself, I will need a co driver that's cool and scary at the same time. 
 

The lead up to the event was exciting in itself. A full brake  
change front and rear after cracking a front rotor at  
Waitara was done then I attached the new rear wing,  
ordered new tyres and went out and bought a first aid kit,  
safety triangle and secondary fire extinguisher . . . only  
scrutineering left to do, The excitement is building! 
Scrutineering passed, only have to wait for Sunday now! 
 

Sunday morning, raceday. I slept though my alarm (shit!)  
I was woken by my flatmate, damn I'm the last one up.  
The house is abuzz with people all looking forward to the  
day ahead, a quick coffee and it's time to load up the van  
and start to think about getting ready to leave. 
We're off! 
 

We hit Lepperton about 8:00am and start to look for a spot for the day, we end up going with a posse across 
the road from the Lepperton Dairy and proceed to set up our tent and pit area, once we were all sorted we 
needed to get our young helper Blaze signed in at the bus while his dad was there so he could come for a ride 
during the day, we went for a wander down the street to find the bus and had a look at the cars on display 
along the way. We got Blaze signed in and checked out the start line, and headed back to our pit to wait for the 
others to arrive. 
 

First run and Blaze is with me. We roll up for our turn to start, this is going to be fun I tell him as we wait,  30 
seconds. We close our doors 3..2..1.. go! We're off.  Success we survived the first run in one piece and did a 
3.19 or thereabouts, what an amazing start to the day. 
 

The second run and Nick is going with me, we have another smooth run and I'm starting to relax in the car, I'm 
hoping for a better time so I head down to the bus with Erin to check my time, amazing I got a 3.07.  

I'm feeling pretty happy as we head back towards our pits only 
to be met by two of the lads saying the car is leaking coolant 
everywhere and that we should come quickly. We get back and 
sure enough the car is leaking water from underneath and Ben 
and the others have already identified the culprit pipe. We talk 
for a bit about what to do when Nick volunteers to go to 
Central Auto Parts to get some hose and clamps, so Nick and 
Chase jump in Nick's Subaru and head off. In the meantime Ben 
and myself proceed to remove the radiator and other items 
stopping us from getting to the broken hose, Kiley come over 
for a visit and while there suggests we just bypass the broken 
section , so I jumped on the phone to ask Nick to get half a 
enough to bypass.  

They arrived back to find us with the car jacked up and the radiator out, handed us the items we needed, and 
got stuck in straight away helping get the car out for run three but were running out of time... 
  

Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 

- by Tim Roper 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Run Three, so we decided I should go and let the bus know I wouldn't be making this run. Now that we had 
some extra time up our sleeve we got stuck back in bypassing the broken section of pipe and reassembling the 
car. We did it, time for a quick snack, drink and chit chat with our entourage that made it on the day who came 
to cheer us on before the next run. 
 

My Fourth run Chase came, and we smashed my best time of  
the day a 3.06.. I was rapped, but we popped another water  
hose and this time it was on the opposite side of the engine.  
Well at least we can reach this one we say to each other as we  
turn to Nick to ask him if he would do another run for more  
hose and clamps, he agrees and off he goes.. will he make it  
this time I think to myself. He does, and we quickly replace the  
pipe and fill the car back up with coolant in the nick of time,  
the other cars have started to line back up for the next run  
already. 
 

My Fifth run of the day I took Baylee for her first ever ride in a race car and as we were going around the 3rd 
section I started to lose power steering, which later once back in the pit I realised that there is no powersteer / 
alternator belt on the car anymore, looks like another parts run someone pipes up... we look at Nick and he is 
already on it working out what is needed for his 3rd run to Central Auto Parts for the day, and this time its for a 
belt. Hope he makes it back in time the field is a lot smaller now, he arrives back with a selection of belts and 
we throw the right one on..... and its loose, we go to tension it "boom" the tensioner is gone, what to do 
now?....so  I went and found Kiley and asked for some help, he came up and installed the belt, 'There ya go 
guys ya better hurry last car just left.' 
 

Last run for the day, Ben and I jump in, belt up and head down to the start line.... but we're too late, we had 
just missed it.  Good try we say to each other as we turn around and head back to the pits. 
We cruise back into the pits and it's a day well done. It's time to pack up and clean up. Looking around and 
everybody else is packing up with smiles on their face from a great day. 
Time to head back home for a beer and a bbq with everybody and plan for the next event. 
 
Tim Roper 
Speed Addict 

  

Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 

- by Tim Roper   (Cont) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 
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Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 

- PHOTOS 



  

Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 

- PHOTOS 



  

Osflo Lepperton Rallysprint 

- PHOTOS 



 

 

 

Name: Craig Nielsen 

Date of Birth: Some time ago, but not that long ago 

Occupation: Would love one 

Current Race Car: V8 Falcon Ute 

Previous Race Cars: Pedal car 

Daily Drive: Worn out old falcon – a Blue one 

Dream Car: Black 1969 Dodge Charger or 65 Shelby 
Mustang FB 

First joined TCC: After I was born, only had 1 job 

Involvement within the club: Driving, spectating & being voluntold to do jobs 

First Events: Falling through a fence at Foreman Road a few years ago – 2009? 

Best Moment in Motorsport: Most of them! F1 GP a few times & Monterey Historics at Laguna 

Seca 

Worst Moment in Motorsport: Entertaining people driving through Foreman Road fence 
  

Driver Profile 



 

 

 

 

 

I knew of the Taranaki Street Drags for some time before I decided to enter. In a way, I wanted to be mentally 

ready. While this choice cost me a little extra for a late entry fee, the payoff was exactly what I expected.  

I had arranged for time off work a month before but had not told anyone. Once the weekend approached and I 

needed to leave early for "Tech Inspection", I needed to say why. Once I did, I had some work colleges laugh. I 

was surprised by this. But, none know me that well. I had entered in this event for the first time 14 odd years 

ago and have raced no less than 4 times. I had made the finals twice. Quickest run for me stood at 10.41sec to 

cover the 200m Street dash. Plus many, many runs down Meremere Dragstrip gives me the experience to not 

let it affect me. 

It happened again later that day, and I began questioning why.  

Sadly, my trusty car being a Toyota Levin that I have owned for almost 15 years is showing its age. This is how 

society has changed, know one wants to look past the paint and "bling". If it doesn't have big wings, wheels and 

a turbo then its slow and boring. 

But, Drag Racing is not about how good a car looks. It is for this reason why I took so long to enter. I knew 

someone would laugh purely on the basis of looks. 

Sunday rolled around and the weather wasn't going to play the game so Monday was going to be do or die. 

I took the opportunity to run my car up on Diesel n Turbocharger's dyno as I had a camshaft I had asked for as 

an experiment. As it turned out, it lost a lot of power. Not what I wanted to hear, but thats what a dyno is for. 

Testing theories. Ignoring fact for emotional purposes is another trap when pursuing speed. So it was quickly 

home to replace the can with a known quantity. Half hour later, swap complete. 

Day break Monday revealed a similar grey day. However, the rain managed to stay away until the strip was 

open to race! Fortunately for the spectators, the Taranaki Car Club filled the gap and ran some times in the 

rain. This helped dry the track for the remainder of the field. While this arrangement wasn't great for the 

drivers trying for good times, as an event for spectators it was great! I doubt anyone has seen drag racing in the 

rain! The joy of a duel sanctioned event. 

The track dried and all was go. I try and get the 3 qualifying runs over quickly. It leaves more time to go and 

have lunch and watch some racing myself. From an outsiders view, I was beaten severely being the smallest 

engine of the field against two different Mitsubishi Evo's and a Green superchared Valiant Ute. 

Was I worried? No, I had to focus on what I was doing. My biggest issue was slow shifting. The gearbox is 

showing its age and will sooner crunch a syncro. The first two runs showed that neither lane has a large amount 

of grip. The third qualifying run I experimented with a different launch however I failed at the 1-2 shift costing 

time. 

After the runs, i checked my times. As expected, a 10.32sec was my quickest however this was on my third run. 

The missed gear run. Waiting around for the Elimination Draw saw my group have a breakout time of 9.82sec. 

A 0.5sec headway. 

First elimination was a race against a nice orange Valiant Charger. Turns out, I raced this very car and driver on 

my first time, 14 years ago. 

The biggest thing with Drag Racing is controlling yourself. If you can't do that, then the race becomes a great 

deal harder.  

So, on the line nerves were tingling. My cars strengths, launch soft and it will grip and go. Drivers strength, 

watch the top white light to get the jump on your opponent. 

And thats what happened. Quick off the line and managed to slowly pull away. Win to me. 

Next was a big one. A Manual BF XR8. I know how quick these cars are, my Dad had one! 

 

Envirowaste Naki Dragwars 

-A drivers View by Paul Chinery 



 

 

 

 

 

Same again, the only way to have a chance is repeat the process again. Good launch, shift better, and hope my 

opponent has some bad luck. 

On the line, I managed a lightning start and excellent drive! Pulling a small lead by half track, the power of the 

Boss started to show and began reeling me in fast! 

It was side by side at the line. The timing beam gave me the win with a 10.12sec to 10.18sec. A win of 0.06sec. 

Very, very close! 

Next up was a battle between myself and a long time friend and his 6 cylinder EL Falcon. Considering I had 

dispatched an XR8, a stock Falcon should be easy. Still, the same focus and determination needed to be applied 

or else missing shifts will give a loss!  

Lining up, I gave it thought as to what his friend has said, "let him win." Sorry, not this time. 

This run proved to be my fastest on the day, 10.03sec. Almost 0.4sec improvement! This is not just from driving 

experience but by never giving up on making my car faster. Smart investments in lifting engine power has given 

excellent bang for bucks. 

Also, improving power has not sacrificed drivability which is important for a daily driven vehicle. 

The Final beckoned, up against a powerful foe. An R33 Skyline, 2.5L Turbo 6. On the line, I felt calm. The white 

staging lights came on.... And went out. 

I leave the line a little too eagerly and create the dreaded wheelspin! I glance over to see the Skyline not 

moving either! I maintained throttle position waiting for the wheels to grip, costing valuable tenths of a second. 

By the time it happened, momentum was in favour of the Skyline and from there I never got it back. By the end 

of the timing beam, I was behind by 1 1/2 - 2 car lengths. 

Brides Maid for the third time! 

Oh well. Undercutting my Personal Best to 10.03sec, being victorious to a powerful V8 and making the final are 

things to be proud of. 

Burnout Comp was good, some skillful drivers getting so close to the barriers. 

Then it was over. The day of racing done and dusted. 

However, a surprise lay in store for me. At Prize Giving, it turned out that I had won. My opponent had broken 

out! It truly was a shock as I didn't know.  

Cheers AVS for the sponsoring Class Three! 

  

Envirowaste Naki Dragwars 

-A drivers View by Paul Chinery (cont) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New club apparel is currently in the 
process of being designed and will 

be available to purchase. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Club Apparel 



Make sure you renew your membership, if you haven’t already: 

 

https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/membership/ 

 

       MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2017 

          

New            ꙱ 

                                                       Renewal     ꙱         

       (Please tick one)               

Surname:_______________________________________________       Membership Number:____________ 

First Names:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________  Post Code:______________ 

Date of Birth:_______________________ 

Home Ph:_______________________________ Mobile Ph:_______________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

For NEW members only – please indicate a proposer and seconder (must be current TCC members) 

Proposer's Name:_______________________________________ Signature:__________________________________ 

Seconder's Name:______________________________________ Signature:___________________________________ 

Membership Type  

           Single    $70 

           Double  $80 

             One competing member only            Family   $90 

             One competing member only 

 Payment  Direct Credit                

Cheque   Cash 

For Direct Credit: Use your Surname and membership number as reference. Pay to account: 15-3942-0004244-00 

NOTE: Annual membership is valid from 1st Feb to 31st Jan of the following year. 

Renewals must be paid by the 1st Feb each year to retain voting or competing rights. 

I hereby apply for membership of the Taranaki Car Club Inc. I have attached payment in anticipation of my membership application being accepted. 

I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CLUB CONSTITUTION AND RULES. 

I/we hereby give consent to my/our name, address, telephone number(s) and other information forming part of my/our 

membership details to be held by the TARANAKI CAR CLUB and  

to be used for the club's objectives. I/We acknowledge my/our rights to access correction of the  

information. This consent is given in accordance with the Privacy Act 1993. 

SIGN HERE: ________________________________________________               Date:_________________________ 

Send to:  Membership, Taranaki Car Club, PO Box 704, New Plymouth 4340 or email to:  

membership@taranakicarclub.org.nz 

 

Competition Number 

Preferred Car/Race Number:________________ 

Second choice:________________ 
Third choice:________________ 

Club Memebership 

https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/membership/


 

 

FOR SALE: 

EF7 CRX ZC1600 Club Racer 

$8,000 

Time to put my pride and joy up for sale so I can build a new pride and 
joy. 

ZC 1600 NA EF7 CRX 
Tuned on E30 so upgraded the injectors to evo 550's and hi flow fuel 
pump. 
Homologated cage with logbook 
Completely striped and rewired with Link Atom ECU 
Braided break lines and EBC Yellow brake pads 
Currently running with D2 racing fully adjustable shocks all round with 
heavy springs 

Contact Drew Jeffrey 0226445768 

 

 

  

Buy & Sell 



 

 

FOR SALE: 

Ralliart Colt Version R 
$8,500 
2007 Mitsi Ralliart Colt 
1500cc Mivec turbo 
Has recaro seats, good tyres, 5spd manual and is a great little car with 
good power for what it is. Can come with a new clutch kit for extra $$$ 
(not fitted).  Would make a great little club car. 
 

Contact: Gavin Waswo 0273629421 
 

 

 

Buy & Sell 


