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JAN 20 2019 
Ross Graham Motors West Coast Street Sprint Series finale  

De Havilland Drive (Old) Street Sprint 
 

FEB 17 2019 
NP Doors Go to Whoa! 

 

FEB 24 2019 
Car Trial / AGM 

 

MAR 02 2019 
ECCR Ngawhini Hillclimb 

 

MAR 03 2019 
STCC Hu Road Hillclimb 

 

MAR 10 2019 
Naki Street Drags  

 

MAR 16 2019 
Bryan Blackbourn Memorial Speed Weekend 2019 Day 1 

Kirihau Road Hillclimb 
 

MAR 17 2019 
Bryan Blackbourn Memorial Speed Weekend 2019 Day 2 

Tariki Road Sprint 
 

APR 21 2019 
Night Street Sprint – NP Doors Rifle Range Road 

 
MAY 11 2019 

STCC Tiromoana Road Hillclimb 
 

MAY 12 2019 
STCC Ararata Road Hillclimb 

 

JUN 16 2019 
Car Trial / Prizegiving 

 

JUL 13 2019 
Opunake Street Sprint 

 
AUG 04 2019 

STCC Westend Hire Stratford Street Sprint 
 

SEP 15 2019 
STCC Gravel Sprint – Venue TBC 

Upcoming Events 



 
 
 
 

OCT 19 2019 
TCC – Event TBC  

 
OCT 20 2019 

STCC – Parihaka Gravel Sprint  
 

NOV 02 2019 
Waitara Street Sprint 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Taranaki Car Club welcomes the following new members: 
 

Scott Keegan 
Deon Webb  

(appologies for the typo in the previous edition) 
  

New Members 

Upcoming Events (Cont) 



 
 

 

Month Date Event Type Club Venue 

January 13 Autocross Harbour Capital Masterton Motorplex 

 20 Race (Summer Series Rd 2) 
Sealed Sprint (?) 

Manawatu 
Hutt Valley 

Manfeild 
Port Road 

 21 Driver Training  MG Manfeild 

     

February 2 Leadfoot Festival   

 3 Leadfoot Festival   

 17 Sealed Sprint Levin Kaihinau Road 

 24 Sealed Sprint Hutt Valley Wallaceville Hill 

     

March 16 Clubsport Nationals Wairarapa  

 17 Clubsport Nationals Wairarapa  

 24 Sealed Sprint Wellington Alexandra Road, Wellington 

     

April 7 Race (Summer Series Rd 3) Manawatu Manfeild 

 14 Bent Sprint Wairarapa Masterton Motorplex 
Easter 19 Sealed Sprint (Race to Dump) Hutt Valley Silverstream 

 28 The Surgery Sprint  Manfeild 

     

May 5 Gravel Sprint Wairarapa Puketiro Road 

 19 Gravel Sprint Levin Heights Road 

 24 Motorsport AGM   

 25 Motorsport AGM   

 26 Autocross Hutt Valley Upper Hutt 

     

June 23 The Surgery Sprint  Manfeild 

 30 Autocross Hutt Valley Upper Hutt 

     

July 7 Gravel Sprint Levin Waiorongomai Road, Otaki 

 28 Autocross Hutt Valley Upper Hutt 

     

August 11 The Surgery Sprint  Manfeild 

 25 Autocross Hutt Valley Upper Hutt 

     

September 29 The Surgery Sprint 
Autocross 

 
Hutt Valley 

Manfeild 
Upper Hutt 

     

October 13 Gravel Sprint Levin Mangahao Dam 

 20 Sealed Sprint Wairarapa Admiral Road 

 28 Sealed Sprint Hutt Valley Port Road 

     

November 9 Race (MG Classic) MG Manfeild 

 10 Race (MG Classic) MG Manfeild 

 24 Gravel Sprint Wairarapa Dorsets Road 

     

December 1 The Surgery Sprint  Manfeild 

 25 Reindeer Pie Eating contest  Rudolph sold out, sorry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Out of the region events 



All Photos within Wheelspin courtesy of Stacey Jeffrey (unless otherwise stated) 
Facebook Page: BLAT Photography 

 

 

 
Hey all 
 

I think I sound like a broken record from this time last year,  but where is the time going?… that’s this year 
nearly done and dusted!, and with that this is the last Wheelspin for the year, until approx. late March.  
 

The next event is De Havilland Drive on 20th January, so keep an eye the website etc for the regs.  Check out the 
calendar for next year, theres a lot of dates to mark in your diaries…. Including the Taranaki Car Club Annual 
General Meeting which is set for Sunday 24th February, so please pop this date in your diaries too and keep an 
eye out for the Notice of the AGM. 
 

Thanks to Keith & Drew for completing Driver Profiles, and thanks to Scott Harland, Paul Chinery and Aaron 
Holswich for some great reads. 
 

Recently the club received a letter from Joyce & Irwin Bracegirdle, who are life members, who made comment 
that they feel Wheelspin is a fantastic magazine, which is a joy to read, and they enjoy reading about and being 
envious of all the fun and racing you all do! Thank you Joyce & Irwin for the wonderful feedback, and thank you 
to everyone that contributes to Wheelspin!  And on that note…. Just another reminder, if anyone is wanting to 
put any information in Wheelspin, whether it be an article, an advert, ideas on what else you would like to see 
included or whatever it may be, please get in touch with me.  Thanks. 
 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   
 

Happy Reading  
Stace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Note from the Editor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Filling in for the Club Captain while he’s playing Santa! 

 

Howdy All,  

Hope everyone’s enjoyed the first half of the season so far even though we have struck a bit of bad luck with the weather 

for the first two rounds of the Ross Graham Motors Street Sprint series, but I’ve heard through the grape vine the 

weathers going to be a cracker of a day for round three so don’t forget your sunblock, sunhats and drinking water 😊.   

Something I’m particularly enjoying at the moment is racing with friends, it’s taken many years but we are finally all 

racing together and I tell you what, it’s pretty cool. We have a range of cars from entry level to top tier racing which 

makes for some great banter and some really close times between each other.   

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a busy second half of the season, make sure you keep an eye on the Facebook page, Website and check your 

emails for updates on events.  We also have TCC window banners and stickers available contact me if you would like one.  

Hope everyone has a safe Christmas break and enjoys this lovely weather.  

One last thing, Wish you all a very Merry Christmas and happy New year  

 

Cheers,  

Larni N 

 

  

Club Captains Stuff… 

 



 

 

 

Hi all,  

Hope you enjoy this edition of Wheelspin, and thanks to Stace for getting it all together. It’s been a bit of an 

eventful time with highs and lows, thoughts go with Grant Waldron for a speedy recovery as with Daryn 

Pennington. Both events have highlighted some points of interest that we are addressing to improve safety at 

future events. Your committee will be making an effort to talk to anyone interested in some of those upgrades 

that could include such point as excluding non-caged cars from some events deemed to be of higher risk to 

simply adding extra chicanes to make some courses more technical. 

On a lighter note I would like to thank John Hellyer (a resident on Broadway in Waitara) for the positive 

feedback received about the organisation and running of the Waitara Street Sprint.  We look to putting on a 

good show again next year. 

On behalf of the club I would like to welcome Karl Giddy to the committee and I’m sure will continue to be a 

valuable asset and voice for our members. 

Due to the increasing workload required to run our events with the constant upgrading of event 

documentation required by the council etc the cost to enter are likely to be on the rise soon, we simply cannot 

afford to keep running at a loss and the external expenses just keep growing, but believe me we are doing our 

very best to try and maintain affordability of our events. We have some great events coming up in the New 

Year like the old Dehaviland Drive to finish the triple speed event and one Garnett is busy working on a “Go to 

Whoa” 50mtr dash in the CBD. 

Stay tuned for more details as they come to hand. 

Well that’s enough from me, I hope you all have a very merry Christmas and a happy new year and I’ll see you 

in 2019. 

 

Drew Jeffrey 

President 

Taranaki Car Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Report 

 
 

TCC AGM 
Sunday 24th February 2019 

Venue & time to be confirmed 

Please keep an eye out for the Notice of the Annual 

General Meeting 



 

 

 

Taranaki Car Club Speed Committee, update: 

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara Street Sprint and Ross Graham Motors Paritutu Street Sprint are now done 

and dusted for this season.  While that appears to be the case from outside, we have a lot to do going ahead. 

New inductees to the speed committee Emah Tippett, and Georgia Pui, took part in their first meeting, the 

Wednesday following Paritutu. 

Much work has to be done too keep the club events happening, with road closure applications having to be 

filed at least 90 days prior to the event happening, that means 3 months, BUT a lot of work has to be done, to 

secure the road closure. The New Plymouth District Council continue to put more pressure on the TCC to have  

more paper work, forms approvals etc. to get the road closure process under way, Visitations to all affected 

residents and business where applicable take considerable time and effort, 

Then there is the Motorsport NZ requirements to get the permit form them as well, and then upload to the 

MSNZ Possum system, so entries can be received.  

Current Speed committee member Robert Short is taking a back seat while he looks after his wife Vicki who has 

suffered a medical event just prior to Paritutu event, while he is happy to do a reduced work load for us, it 

opens up room for others to take part somehow. 

Events coming up: 

 Ross Graham Motors West Coast Street Sprint Series finale 20th Jan 2019 @ De Havilland Drive Bell 

Block.  

 Go to Whoa! “NP Doors” sponsored promotional sprint Gill Street NP 17th Feb 2019 

 Club Navigational Rally (aka Car Trial) combined with  TCC AGM  24th Feb 2019 

 Kirihau Road Hill Climb 16th March 2019 day 1 Bryan Blackbourn Memorial Speed Weekend 2019 

 Tariki Road Sprint (Ratapiko) 17th March 2019 day 2 Bryan Blackbourn Memorial Speed Weekend 2019 

 Night Street Sprint Rifle Range Road 21st April 2019  

These are the event’s currently in TCC Speed committee radar for organisation, to carry us closer to the end of 

season prize giving in June. 

TCC Speed Committee, 

Graeme Sutton, Garnett Henderson, Tim Roper, Robert Short, Georgia Pui, Emah Tippett, Erin Walsh, Andrew 

Larsen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Speed Committee Report 

SPACE TO RENT!!!! 
Would you like to place advertising in Wheelspin? 

Please contact the Editor (Stace – Phone 0212117524) 

or any committee member to discuss further 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Social Event – 14th November  

At the movies - Born Racer 

 

The Club hired a 
movie theatre at 

Event cinemas 
Wednesday 14th 

November, to watch 
Born Racer – the Scott 

Dixon Movie. 
We had a great 

turnout of 87 come 
along to watch. 



 

 

 

 

 

As you are all aware it takes people to run events, and without helpers we just 

wont be able to run an event. 

This involves the setup, the running & pack down of events, and more 

importantly marshals. 

So if you, or a friends or family are keen to help out at an event, we’d love to hear 

from you! 

 

  

Thank you to everyone that helps out at 

events 

Thanks to our teams of 
helpers/marshalls that helped at 
Waitara, Wortley Rd & Paritutu 

Sprints. 
Appologies to those that have 

been missed in the photos 
 



 

 

 

Name: Keith Finnerty 
 
Date of Birth: Sept ‘65 
 
Occupation: Television Producer 
 
Current Race Car: Nissan 350Z 
 
Previous Race Cars: None 
 
Daily Drive: Holden Commodore 
 
Dream Car: Any M3 

First joined TCC:  2005 
 
Involvement within the club: lots! 

First Events: Taupo Track Day 
 
Best Moment in Motorsport: Realising what fun it is at that first event – I had a blast! 
 
Worst Moment in Motorsport: Hitting a bank only 1 corner from the end of the tarmac rally 
when I was coming 7th.  Eventually a farmer pulled me out and I still finished 24th! 
 

Driver Profile 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: Please disregard Car # 144 results – This was a reporting anomaly 

 

 

 

 

 

  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara  

Street Sprints 27.10.18 - Results 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara  

Street Sprints 27.10.18 - Photos 



 

 

  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara  

Street Sprints 27.10.18 - Photos 



 

 

 

 

 

  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara  

Street Sprints 27.10.18 - Photos 



  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara  

Street Sprints 27.10.18 - Photos 



 

 

 

Where money goes to when running a street sprint, case study 

R & S Dreaver Waitara Street Sprint 

It is often asked, bandied about as to the high cost of entering a Taranaki Car Club event, as follows is a 
look/discussion: 
 

40 entries (budgeted) @ $150 = $6000.00. 

Costs broken down to the following: 

 (Actual costs of running Waitara Street Sprint). 

 Road Closure $542.00    (NPDC) 

 Advertising Road Closure $355.00 (NPDC) 

 Traffic Management Plan $230.00 (TMS) 

 Ambulance/Medic $1700.00 (ProMed Services) 

 Traffic Management set up cones signs etc. $1143.00 (TMS) 

 Event Marshalls $1500.00 (Donation to Raukura Netball Club) 

 Event Staff lunches $150.00 (Waitara Central School) 

 Hall Hire $220.00 (Waitara Community Board) 

 Printing Certificates $52.00 (Vista Print) 

 Toilet Hire $250.00 (Hire Company) 

 Motorsport NZ event permit fee $255   

 Motorsport NZ competitor levy’s @ $31.00   $1054 (MSNZ) 

 Taranaki Car Club Bus, $275.00 (fuel, mileage etc.) 

Cost to run event $7726.00        Actual entries 34 @ $150 = $5100.00 

Deficit $2626.00  

What to do?  
We could increase the entry fee to $200, is this viable, we run the risk of getting less entries therefore making it 
less financially viable. 
 

Do we (the TCC) look at running less costly events?  
 

We need to look at less costly alternatives, but how and where? 
 

Bear in mind, TCC didn’t pay for the hay bales; this was sponsored by club member Richard Dreaver, (budgeted 
cost $500.00) but I am sure it would be more than that. 
 

TCC had to employ marshals as we could not get enough together to put the event on. In this case, a donation 
to Raukura Netball Club came to the party. Do we keep doing this? Or is there an alternative? 
 

Considering the TCC has 127 members as at December 4 2018, and that 33 entries were received, that is 
approx. 26% of our membership base, not many considering the number of members we have. 
 

Are we running the wrong type of events? 
 

Are we not promoting them well enough? 
 

What does our membership want? 
 

Some feedback would be well received.  

  

R&S Dreaver Contractors Waitara Street 

Sprint Cost Case Study 



Wortley Road 400m Sprint 

28.10.18 - Results 

Speed Weekend Combined results 



   
Wortley Road 400m Sprint 

28.10.18 - Photos 



  
Wortley Road 400m Sprint 

28.10.18 - Photos 



 

 

 

As you are all aware, Motorsport can be a dangerous sport, but safety can be managed in a number of ways… 

 Competitors must comply with Schedule A (Driver & Vehicle Safety) – Motorsport NZ Motorsport Manual 

 Events are run by trained Clerk of Courses 

 Safety Personal are available at events (depending on the type of event) eg: paramedics, Ambulance etc 

 All Safety Documentation must be submitted to local councils and Motorsport NZ prior to events by the 

Event Organisers which require approval eg: Safety Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Supplementary Regs etc 

 Spectators are managed – by barriers and managed by briefed Marshals etc 

 Briefed Marshals and Radio operators monitor the course 

When an incident arises at an event, this is managed by the Clerk of Course, who then is responsible for 
reporting the incident in a detailed written report to Motorsport NZ and the council.  In some cases, there 
are learnings that arise which then involve implementation of new/better processes to improve how we do 
things.   An example of this, is as follows: 
 

Sadly, Daryn Pennington had an incident at Waitara which resulted in the following scene.  Thankfully, Daryn 

was ok.  With Daryn’s permission to publish these photos, I’d like you to have a look at them and ascertain if 

you think this scene is safe and whether there could be any potential safety hazards lurking: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was in fact a potential safety hazard.  Directly underneath the car, was a powerbox which had the cover 

removed, exposing the internal wires etc.  As soon as this was identified, the power company was contacted 

and the event was ceased until the Power Company had made it safe to remove Daryn’s car and repair and 

isolate the powerbox: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has shown how important it is to ensure that safety is considered in all aspects of our sport.   As an 

outcome, our event organisers will now be keeping a map marked with Powerboxes for future events in the 

bus.  These maps will be consulted if there are any incidents to ensure there is no potential safety risks of this 

nature.  As a club, we are always looking at how we can make an event as safe as possible/practicable.  

Safety!!! 

 



Photos within this article 
supplied by Scott Harland 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is my story about my trip down to the south island to Take part in the Banks Peninsula hillclimbs on the 
13th and 14th October with RATEC car club and then the Waimate 50 Motorsport Festival on the 19th to 21st 
October.  
 
Were it all started was last year when I decided that this year was the year that I will go to the south island and 
do an event. It has been something that I have all ways wanted to do so I stuck to my plan and have done it.  
The plan was all ways to do the Banks Peninsula hillclimbs so when the dates came out I got the ferry booked 
for the trip down, then the accommodation in Akaroa for that weekend and then also the time off work. All 
sorted, then I seen Waimate 50 was the week after and I thought to myself why not while I'm down there. So I 
emailed the event organizer and asked if there were spaces left still and yes there was, so I got in there and 
sent my entry forms back for the hillclimb on the Friday afternoon and the street attack for the 
Saturday/Sunday and I was happy as. So I booked some more accommodation in Timaru for the week and 
made a holiday out of it, I also then booked the ferry trip back on labour day.  
 
Then about one day later after I had sent my entry in for Waimate I get an email back with an invite to race in 
there Ellis-Lea Farms Invitational Race.  It took me by surprise but I was like oh yes please. So now I had entered 
3 hillclimbs, Street Attack and Invitational races for the south island trip and I couldn't wait till the time came!  
So after about two and a half months, the time was just about here.  I had all the spare parts,  I had loaded up 
and the mini all checked over, cleaned up and all loaded up ready to hit the road. BUT of course the time I plan 
to leave there is a big wintry storm coming up the country and I see news that the ferries may be delayed or 
cancelled so I didn't want to get held up and risk missing out on a hillclimb, so I changed my 7:30am sailing on 
the Friday to a 2:30am one to have a better chance of missing the weather. This all happened on the Thursday 
before leaving, so I finished work that day and straight home to load my gear for the next week, then to bed for 
a couple hours sleep then back up at 8pm, then my Dad and myself  hit the road down to wellington.  
We made it to wellington all good, Checked in to the ferry then waited to board. We got on then found a 
nice place on the boat to lay out and I had another 2 1/2 hours sleep on the sailing over which wasn't too rough 
at that point.  
 
South Island we had made it there.   Got there about 6am which was lucky as the later sailings on both 
ferries did get cancelled so it worked out all good.  The trip to Christchurch was great, It rained and was windy 
most the way other than that no problems.  Got there about lunch time and it was freezing was about 6 
degrees all day.  
 
So I had some time to kill as my mum was flying down to spend the weekend down here also so we did some 
sight seeing check out the museums etc.  Then picked her up then back on the road to Akaroa and made it 
there at 8pm so after that long day was time for some dinner then to bed to be ready for the racing the next 
day.  
 

  

The South Island Adventure 

By Scott Harland 



 

 

 

 

First Day of the Banks Peninsula hillclimb was Pigeon Bay Road, It started off overcast with a wet road which 
soon dried out there was a 21 entry's for the days racing.  We did a drive though and straight in to 4 timed 
runs. What a great hill climb.  It was 2.5km of some twisty and some flowing road that climbs up to over look 
the bay.  

The first couple off runs I didn't push too had as the road was still drying and I was on brand new Tyre's,  but 
the last two runs I pushed a bit more and I went from a 2.03.68 to my best time of a 1.54.88 which I was happy 
with and was good enough for 1st in class on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second day and it was off to Kinloch Road hillclimb it was another fine day just windy, and there was 23 entry's 
for the day. 

This time it was 3.5km off fast flowing road with about 3 sharp corners and corner at the top you wouldn't 
want to get wrong (it would be a long way down) 

So off on the drive though to check out the course all was great then headed down back to pits then it was 
straight in to 3 timed runs, I hoped in and turned the key and there was nothing! Oh No, what was wrong?  I 
wasn't sure, Lucky I had parked on a hill so I let it roll and crash started it and away it went so I did the first run 
which was great, a 2.43.68 

So back in the pits I did some looking around to see why it didnt start.  I knew it had to be something in the 
starting system. I worked thought the different parts and ruled them out and was left with that the only thing it 
could have been, the starter solenoid  

But I didn't let that stop me from getting back out there!,  I crashed started it a couple more times and did my 
last two runs for the day and got my time down to a 2.36.40 which gave me 2nd in class for the day and it also 
was enough to give me 1st in class over all for the weekend and 16th over all.  So I came a way very happy after 
that weekend.  

The Next Day I travelled back to Christchurch picked up a new starter solenoid and then dropped off mum and 
dad at the airport and I headed south to timaru to spend the next week on holiday.  

I got to Timaru and I checked in and then I was straight out and fitted the new started solenoid and then turned 
the key, YES the problem was fixed with the $36 part I was happy.  

So I just relaxed for the next 3 days, Thursday I travelled back to Christchurch to pick up a friend that had come 
down to hang out for the Waimate 50 weekend. 

  

The South Island Adventure 

By Scott Harland 



  

 

 

 

 

Then Friday came the first day of the Waimate 50 festival  

First up was the Restaurant Hill climb on point bush road that ran from 4pm to 7pm 

I turned up sorted out documentation and then I was ready to race, There was about 29 cars and about 6 
drifters there to run up the hill. Was good to see Andrew Breach another Taranaki guy down there competing 
as well.  We did a drive though and checked out the track which was 1.5km off pretty much a straight bit off 
road with 3 corners but with 3 chicanes added in.  It was a very hot evening. 

We were then straight in to 3 timed runs there was one crash, an rx7 didn't see the finish line and went straight 
off the end of the road at nearly full speed straight in to a fence did a bit off damage but they towed it back 
down and headed off and spent the night fixing it and was back out the next day which was good to see.  

I did my 3 runs and got faster every time so cant complain.  My fastest time was a 1.13.1 

Saturday now and another hot fine day.  It was on to the street attack and the racing in the middle of Waimate. 
I got all sorted and unloaded and parked up ready for another days racing this time there was 63 cars including 
Haydon Paddon and about 10 drifters and also about 10 motorbikes  

First up was a drive around to check out the course lay out and route, got that all sorted it was straight in to 
street attack runs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The morning went slow as a few people pushed a bit too hard in there first runs and had a few run-ins with the 
walls (13 all up), so all drivers were called to another meeting and told to calm down a bit.  Then came the time 
for my first run which went great, Track was a bit dusty and bumpy so not much grip in that one, Did a time of 
2.28.8 not bad. 

Next came the first race for the weekend. I was out there with 16 other cars like Holden commodores, ford 
Cortina, Datsuns, Triumph, Jaguar and a Nissan GTR to name a few so a good mix of cars. 

  

The South Island Adventure 

By Scott Harland 



 

 

 

 

 

I started off the back for the first race that was a 6 lap race and what good fun it was I was having a good battle 
with a holden Torana for the whole race and the good thing was it wasn't a full on race just put on for show 
really as it is New Zealands longest standing street race started back in 1959 with the first winner back then a 
person named Bruce McLaren. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So after that they had some bikes do some laps then the drifters put on a show then it was back in to the street 
attack this time the runs went nice and smooth and it was my turn again in no time.  By this time the road was 
getting a bit off rubber put down so was a bit more grip and I did a 2.28.2 not much faster but still an 
improvement.  Then that was my Saturday done so two timed runs and a street race.  The day finished off with 
a drift battle between the north island cars and the south island cars until 9 pm. 

Sunday started off the same, fine day but with some cloud so not as hot till later in the afternoon couldn't have 
asked for better weather.  7:30am it was straight in to racing to make up for lost time on the Saturday so I got 
in two runs before lunch which was a 2.26.7 and a 2.26.6 so all ways getting a little bit faster.  Then came 12pm 
time for the main race of the weekend this time it was to be an 8 lap race. 

We lined up on the start line in the same starting grids as before , the national anthem was played and then it 
was race time I had another battle with the Torana and the mini was getting a good work out on the streets but 
then it was over in no time but it was great fun after all that it was time for a break so I went for a walk around 
the pits and checked out the other cars and watched some of them race, it was a good mix off old and new cars 
and all different makes as well  

Then it was time for the last of the street attack runs which I did a time off 2.26.0 my best time off the 
weekend.  After that it was time for one more race of 6 laps this time and I had another great time in that as 
well. 

Next it was time for the top ten shoot out to decide the winner and there last time is the only one that would 
count, it was great watching that as they were pushing hard.  The overall winner was Josh Mitchell of 
Christchurch in his WRX in a time of 1.54.00 a new course record as well.  

 

 

 

The South Island Adventure 

By Scott Harland 



 

 

 

 

 

And that was the end of the racing for the weekend and the only thing 
left was the prizegiving at the town and country club where I got a 
plaque for competing in the invitational races and also I was surprised to 
also get the award for the period saloon of the invitation races as well so 
I was well happy with that and with that brought an end to an amazing 
two weekends off racing.  Two events that were well worth the trip to 
attend. 

The next day was a long day traveling back from Timaru all the way back home, but it was fantastic weather so 
cant complain and the ferry trip was great.  Even had time to stop and check out Omaka Aviation museum 
which was Great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So now I can cross off both the main events that I have wanted to race at:  

Leadfoot                            Done 
Waimate 50                      Done  
South Island Hillclimb     Done 
 
Whats Next?? who knows  
 

Scott Harland      
  

The South Island Adventure 

By Scott Harland 



 

 

Name:  Drew Jeffrey 

Date of Birth: 15.01.74 
 

Occupation: Business Owner / Operator 
 

Current Race Car: Honda CRX Gen 2 ZC 1600 Turbo 4WD 
 

Previous Race Cars: Honda CRX Gen 1 ZC 1600 
 

Daily Drive: Toyota Hi-ace Jumbo Van 
 

Dream Car/s: Just one I have built.  So currently my 
4wd Turbo 1600 CRX 

First joined TCC:  2013 
 

Involvement within the club: Competitor, COC, President 
 

First Events: Hurlstone Drive 
 

Best Moment in Motorsport: Being awarded MSNZ Trophy GT4 and Rookie Trophy at GTRNZ 
Prizegiving 
 

Worst Moment in Motorsport: Passenger in a crash with Stacey Jeffrey driving in our Rally Car 
at a Gravel Hillclimb run by the Autosport Club, Christchurch. 
 
 

  

Driver Profile 



 

 

 

Schedule A Focus for this edition: 

 Safety Audits – Competitors Responsibility 

 Cameras 

 Vehicle Noise Level 

 

 

 

 

  

Scrutineers Tech Corner  

by Kiley Jury 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure you are familiar with schedule A, and the requirements to 
ensure you comply. 

 
Remember, when you complete your entry when entering an event, you are 

confirming you comply with Schedule A! 
 
 

 

  

Scrutineers Tech Corner  

by Kiley Jury 

NOTE:  
If you are or know of anyone planning 
on building a race/rally car, please 
contact a Motorsport NZ scrutineer or 
Motorsport NZ technical officer to 
discuss your build intentions to ensure 
that you will comply before you start 
on your build. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

How the points are worked out: 

Club Points: 

 

Club Points to date  



 

 

 

 

 

   

Club Points (by Class) to date 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Club Points (by Class) to date 



 

 

 

Why do we race? 
 
In a recent Committee Meeting, a question was raised around the subject of money. Specifically, the entry fee. This is set 
by estimating entrants and dividing it by projected costs incurred with running the event. The bigger the even, the 
greater the cost. 
 
While this very simple example can satisfy most, it raised a question for myself that is worth writing about. 
 
Are we placing the dollar value of money over the emotional value of racing? 
 
None of us are professional, paid race car drivers. So, none of us do it for money. 
The volunteers don't get paid either. They are up before the sun to set up and make sure the day is run safely. They also 
are around long after the final flag has dropped to help disassemble the track. Being given lunch is more of a thank you 
for your time rather than being paid for your time. There is also the people behind the scenes who did the council 
requirements to get the roads closed, and comply with motorsport regulations. These people don't get paid to do this or 
maintain the Clerk of Course or Scrutineer licences. So, no one or collectively as a club is getting rich off of the entry fee. 
 
I am going to admit when sitting at the lights, whether I'm at the front or further back, I can't wait to see the green light. 
While others are lost in their worlds of thought, I am in the moment, watching for gaps to get ahead, or playing the 
chance game in hope that this lane is moving quicker than the other. When in front, I am guilty of using half the RPM 
band (in my little car, its a bark of just over 4K) swiftly shifting and go again - up to 50km/h. Its call The Rat Race, and yes, 
I play along for my own amusement. 
In the eyes of the police, neither speed limit, traction or any other proven law is being broken. If it was, loss of traction 
would see me with a court date and a wave goodbye to my car as it is housed for 28 days by someone else. If I want it 
back, shell out +$300. In court, either proven or pleaded guilty will add $500 to that, plus lawyers fees and (depending on 
how unwilling one is to accept responsibility) court costs. The next shame to face is either walking, biking, bludging a ride 
off family or mates, or, take the bus for the next 6 months. 
 
Get stung for speeding, well, fines galore there. We are all well aware of the tabled speed Vs wallet sting but the cross 
over is +16km/h above the posted limit. $120 fine will cover most local events! Why do it on the open road and give it to 
the Government? On the level of Track Day costs, go only 5km/h faster. $170 for only +21-25km/h... I haven't got the 
most powerful car in the world, but the Little Black Levin has exceeded 180km/h on 3 North Island Tracks. Even at the 
little Taupo Track where it can reach 140km/h, this is enough for instant loss of licence and court for dangerous, or 
reckless driving. To me, paying $180 for a track day is still cheaper than getting fined for exceeding the posted limit by 
25km/h. It is also safer. Sliding off a race track is usually greeted with grass, then a sand trap. If something harder is found 
then driver enthusiasm exceeded skill or a mechanical failure has happened. This is much better than a tree, or a power-
pole. Or an on coming truck... 
 
I challenge anyone to continue the defiant attitude and maintain the belief that speed on the open roads is worth more 
than paying to participate in Car Club events. Because that is all it is. The same defiance that a toddler shows their Mum. 
The same defiance a teenager shows their Dad. Sure, telling someone "I will do it my way" (a kind way of putting it, 
usually it is said with a lot more vulgarity and profanity) gives an emotional boost. But, did you know that defying the 
Laws of Physics and working out the fastest way to get a car around a course is more emotionally rewarding? It is this way 
as there is risk. That risk can be as simple as finishing, to as large as having to be the fastest. It is a personal goal. A self 
measured challenge. Achieving the goal, denying the odds, or "defying the risk" is an emotional reward which is the 
achievement. In a society so hell bent on having to get that emotional reward without  doing anything for it has raised a 
generation who is content on having a smart phone so they can record or watch someone else's achievement. Watching 
a video of this gets you to experience an achievement, but it is not your own. The personal struggles of doubt, the small 
minority of people who would sooner see someone fail, the set backs, the delays, the sacrifices... None of this is covered 
in those videos. But, that is life.   And that is racing. 
  

Why do we race? 

by Paul Chinery 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For me, I fear not being good enough. By giving my all and not getting anything for it. But this is the reality of life. I have 
put in a very little amount of work and money into my car and expect to be in the Top 5 fastest times? This expectation is 
my downfall, and, is one that only I can do something about. Maybe others feel the same way? Better to act like we have 
the fastest car than prove ourselves wrong? (Damn, I didn't realise I cared about what other people think).  
 
Those that are racing are having all the fun. No matter how "slow" they are. And this is the very point of racing. It is 
emotive. Someone has to have a passion for it to put in unpaid volunteer hours. Someone has to love it to put all their 
spare time and money into making their car faster. It is the thesis of racing, and for life. You can only get out what you 
put in. 
 
I think its time I stop putting financial value into things that give little emotional reward. Because, emotionally, that 
makes no sense at all. 
 
See you at the next event. 

Paul Chinery 

  

Why do we race? (cont) 

by Paul Chinery 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Ross Graham Motors Paritutu Street 

Sprint 25.11.18 - Results 



  
Ross Graham Motors Paritutu Street 

Sprint 25.11.18 - Photos 



  
Ross Graham Motors Paritutu Street 

Sprint 25.11.18 - Photos 



  
Ross Graham Motors Paritutu Street 

Sprint 25.11.18 - Photos 



 

 

  

Naki Street Drags 



 
 

 Aaron Holswich (Mikes eldest son) found this article earlier this year which was written by 

Mike Holswich in 2012 (which had never been published).  

Mike was a TCC Life Member, who sadly passed away in July 2014.  Aaron has requested that 

this be shared with club members….. In memory of Mike Holswich  

– Editors Note 

 

Just who the hell is this guy anyway?  

 Born 17th July 1950, and yes that makes him almost 62 years old, Mike 

was the middle son of Rex and Joan Holswich and incidentally his parents 

were both members of the T.C.C soon after the club was formed in the 

mid 1950’s. Although his two brothers had less interest in the automobile 

than he did, his younger brother Keith was involved along with Mike in 

1969 creating their ‘Mini 7’ saloon called “Gooba”. More about that and 

other stuff later.  

As a kid, Mike had a huge interest in fast cars. In fact all cars. Now they were obviously not fast cars by today’s 

standard, but back then they were still fast cars. Humber 80’s, Austin A35’s, PA Vauxhalls and the others. And 

yes the Mk1 Zephyr. First family car to exceed 90M.P.H  Don’t laugh!   

It was just like Christmas come early when the kids were told “speedway at Waiwakiho starts next week”. That 

was music to their ears. Yes speedway with the noise, the crash’s the excitement of drivers with their bare 

arms fighting furiously with the rusted tractor steering wheel welded to the old model ‘A’ steering column. The 

smell of castor oil burning from these belching monsters called midgets and T.Q’s. To watch their hero’s like 

Don Rutherford and Morrie Malcolm duelling dangerously together lap after dusty lap. That was where the 

immense interest of race cars originated from for Mike.  

 At this stage he was also inspired by a racing cyclist who used to compete in race events at the speedway 

circuit prior to the Saturday evening meetings. Mike would watch these cyclists lap after lap on the slippery dirt 

surface wishing he too could compete with them. One guy in particular who was always fast and looked pretty 

darn good on the race bike is one he wanted to emulate. Although Mike has never mentioned this to his hero 

before, it was the formation of an immense desire to take up cycling as a sport and in fact just a few years later, 

become a New Zealand National Track Gold Medallist. Our T.C.C. Club Patron, Gary Adlam, you are thanked 

sincerely for this influence you had on him.  

                                          -----------------------  

 Yes those were indeed very exciting days and as a 10 year old, I would live out the fantasy of speedway in Dads 

vegetable garden with my superbly laid out speedway track and toy cars for hours and hours with the family 

chooks as my spectators.   

My parents were involved with the local speedway organisation and during the speedway season, we in fact 

had numerous visiting drivers from Auckland and around N.Z. that would visit and stay with our parents prior 

to and after race meetings. And of course we had the unique opportunity, from time to time to sneak out to 

the garage were the race cars were carefully kept out of harm’s way and ‘touch’ them! That was a major WOW! 

Once or twice we were also allowed to sit in the driver’s seat and that was definitely a mega major WOW!   

  

Mike Holswich (Holzie ) Life Member  



 

 

 

My parents joined the Taranaki Car Club soon after the club was formed in the mid 50’s. Initially the emphasis 

was on car trialling, cups of tea and hours of nattering about where they all went wrong  

with the organizers travel directions. Once in a while a gymkhana was organised on somebody’s farm, bamboo 

sticks and flags were set out in ways to give the drivers of their prized cars like Humber 10’s or Morris 8’s a 

chance to ‘high tail it’ around the paddock  and see who would end up fastest during the course of the day, if 

the car wasn’t laid on its side first. It was great fun to watch. Gosh, they would even stick us kids in the back 

seats to give the car a little bit more stability. No seatbelts those days. And we were flung around screaming, 

looking like rag dolls from one side of the car to the other. It was absolutely great fun! Always a family picnic 

followed with a cuppa, scones and much more nattering.  

 July 1965, in fact the day I turned 15, down to the ministry of transport office to get a car licence. Had a little 

bit of previous driving experience what with my elder brothers Morris 12 driving up and down our drive way. 

Also my mum letting me reach over from the passenger seat to steer the 1947 Humber 10  up Coronation Ave 

to home and the odd sneaky drive in a Morris Minor owned by Helen Blackbourn, ‘Blackies’ older sister and the 

daughter of Don and Joan Blackbourn. Although I stalled the car initially at the driving test, nerves, I got my 

licence first try, a 1950 Ford Anglia was purchased with money saved from the many hours of milk and paper 

deliveries I did at 5.00am seven days a week. That’s when my ‘racing’ commenced! I believe if you can keep 

one of these Ford Anglia’s in a straight line on a smooth straight open road at 50 m.p.h you must be ready to 

drive nearly anything.  

 Minis were just arriving into the country and I was impressed. I wanted one. Having left school at 15 with a 

choice of 3 apprentice mechanic jobs, I commenced work in 1965 with Lawson Hunter Motors B.M.C. I wanted 

a mini! And a few years later I had one. My red Aussie 998 mini was great. Did heaps of mods to it. It flew well. 

Literally! I was convinced by then that it would be almost impossible to spin a mini up. I proved this to myself 

one day while racing at Levin in a club event in 1968 when I exited ‘Cabbage Tree’ and approached the  

’Hairpin’ far too fast. The brakes locked up at speed and I ended up shooting towards the 90deg. hairpin corner 

backwards at 70mph! With quite some distance still to go to the corner and the car in neutral at this stage I 

fought hard to keep the steering and car locked in a straight line. Brakes applied again and by the time I finally 

reached the corner I was travelling at about the right speed to get around it. However I was still going 

backwards! Turning the steering hard left, throwing the poor gearbox into 2nd gear and flooring the 

accelerator all at the same time, pulled me out of the corner superbly. ‘Very unorthodox driving style’ was a 

comment made to me by a race official after the event, however I passed two cars in the process and no I 

didn’t spin the mini up!   

 Brother Keith and I decided that we were going circuit racing. A new class was forming and one bloke in 

particular that was involved  in this formation had a lot of previous racing experience in numerous classes and 

in fact even today is still competing. With his personal involvement in mind, we decided that if he is pursuing 

this class of race car it would become popular and exciting and should be around for a few years to come. And 

it was. Reg Cook was instrumental with the formation of the ‘Mini 7’ class in N.Z. Great guy and he had no 

problems sharing his wealth of knowledge to us young guns.  848cc screaming mini outputting around 70 B.H.P. 

Yippee we had a racer! I believe we had achieved at some stage, a standing ¼ mile of around  

17.7 sec. Top speed I think would have been about 90 m.p.h. The revs were unlimited. Saw 9000 rpm a few 

times. We had fun and it was price effective. Equalled a lap record at Stratford Speedway on the dirt in old 

‘Gooba”. And it was a road legal car too!  

 

 

Mike Holswich (Holzie ) Life Member  



 

 

 

Having partaken in most T.C.C. events offered during 1965 and 1975, “Gooba’ and I achieved some reasonable 

results. Circuit, gymkhana, hill climbs and autocross events. In fact the very first Mini 7 race meeting at Levin 

we achieved pole position in the very first race. It was great. However Canada was calling and was time to uplift 

family and venture into the beautiful province of British Columbia.’   

 Mustangs, Chevy Camaro’s big mussel cars everywhere. Cheap as well. First car was a 1970 Camaro. Soon 

traded that for a 1973 Z28. LT1 350 4 speed. Extremely quick off the mark. Low ratio posi-trac diff. Meant top 

speed was down. However I had fun with it. After 6 years in Canada it was time to consider coming home. A 

circuit driver called Red Dawson had raced a Chevy Monza in N.Z. I heard. They looked cool and being smaller in 

size I figured it would suit our N.Z. roads better than a larger tank. I bought one. Although the V8 version sold 

at that time only with a 262cu motor, I up-rated cam, manifold and carburettor with all the latest Z28 items. It 

performed quite well then. Although the car was retained for only 12 months in N.Z., it was subsequently sold 

as was intended to help pay for our new house costs.  

 Was watching T.V. one Sunday afternoon. Rallies were on and I become excited. This I would like to try. An ex 

Heatway rally car prepared by Ray Rook, Mazda RX3 owned by John Wells was available to purchase as last 

rallied. Heaps of gear in it and with a little help from rotary expert of the day, Gavin Webster, we were up and 

racing in no time. Club events rally cross, sprints and Manfield were undertaken. However, when our local rally 

entries were posted I become extremely excited. We were seeded 43rd and after 1st stage we were 7th fastest 

in time. The rally was mainly dirt and gravel with a couple of sealed roads. We did well. The car performed well. 

We achieved first local Taranaki Car Club member home. I can still recall the embarrassment of receiving in 

prizes that evening, more than the winning driver even got.  

The RX3 was sold to another T.C.C. Life member who has been in the car club for many years also. Alan Hooper 

used the car for numerous years with success. In the meantime speedway was back in my blood!  

I purchased a Ford Capri bodied saloon car with a 351 Windsor V8. My first year of speedway was a learning 

curve. I found out really quick that to go left on the track you actually turn the wheel to the right. We 

performed as some might suggest OK, but in the second year when through the winter I was able to re-

organize suspension set up and a few other small but important things like hosier tyres and ZR1 Corvette body 

etc, I was awarded most improved driver of the year. Highlights were coming second to Alan Jago in the Grand 

Prix  meeting at Stratford involving many top N.Z. cars and drivers and also being selected to race with my team 

mates, Alan George, Skinny Colsen and Alan Jago against the top Aussie drivers visiting our region at the time. 

Speedway was thrilling and still would be if it wasn’t for the immense costing involved running  your cars. 

Example is methanol consumption of 1 litre per lap. Tyres $300 ea. They may last a couple of meetings. Last 

season running costing was over $10,000.  And that was back in the 90’s  

So back into car clubbing. Yes indeed. A Mitsubishi GSR was made available to me at a realistic price. Got 4WD. 

Turbo. What else do we need? However the needs and costs were almost as bad as speedway! So the needs 

turned out to be the following over the next couple of years  – Turbo, headgasket, radiator, engine, clutch, 

engine, cylinder head, another motor, brakes, suspension, tyres, brakes and so on and so on !  And since the 

last engine replacement things have settled a little. ( Touch wood ) I am enjoying the car and its performance 

seems ok for an old dude like me. What I am enjoying as much as the car though is the comradeship of the 

T.C.C. at present. With organisers like Keith Finnerty and his colleges I have never seen such passion and 

dedication within the club for over 45 years.  

 

 

Mike Holswich (Holzie ) Life Member  



 

 

 

I know it is usually just the same old few members that are always the doers with-in any club organisation and 

those of you involved all need gold star badges for the immense efforts always applied. Keep it up. Without you 

folk the club could never retain the credibility and excellence it has achieved today.  

Just were to now for an aging “old man” as I seem to be called by a few of you members these days? You know, 

just as long as I can walk to the car and sit in the driver’s seat. Turn the ignition key in the car to go, then I 

would still just like to keep driving as fast and sensible as my old ass will let me. We may well be slowing down 

a little bit these days but seriously, as you get older it only looks to you younger folk that this is what’s 

happening. Believe me inside our own brains things are going just as fast as they ever were. Just takes a 

moment longer now to get to the finish line for some reason!   

 I am truly humbled by the honour of Life Membership bestowed upon me a short time ago by the Executive 

Committee of the T.C.C. May I always live up to the expectations pertaining to this gracious award.  

 If I was ever able to leave a legacy to be remembered by it would be simply that at some stage, I hope I was 

successful in inspiring someone, one way or another, with something I have said or done that may have been 

beneficial towards enhanced motivation of his or her approach on life and what they can achieve in the future.   

Trusting you may now know me a little better.   

 Sincerely Yours,  

  

Mike Holswich ( Holzie )    

Mike Holswich (Holzie ) Life Member  

Photos Provided by Aaron Holswich & Luke Roberts 



 

 

 

Please contact the Wheelspin Editor 

to advertise any BUY & SELLS 
 

FOR SALE: 
96 EK Honda Civic turbo with Tandem Trailer $13,000 ono 
Refer Trademe Auction# 1853603405 

Very well built 8 point cage (built by avs new plymouth)  

Cage is homologated 

Standard H22a motor with and scr80 turbo running 5 psi wastegate spring.  

Tunned to 200kw at the wheels on a link gt4 atom ecu  

Running an lsd t2t4 gearbox with a lightned flywheel and heavy duty clutch  

Hardrace front and rear camber arms  

Braided brake lines front and rear  

Front brakes are 282mm rotors with rebuilt prelude calipers and new endless pads  

Ksport coilovers  

OMP seats  

NZKW 5 point harness  

Custom made bash plate  

New paintjob no rust  

6x 15"x7" rims with nto1s tyres  

Such a fun car to race with loads of potential, selling due to new adventures  

 

Trailer is a brake single axle  

Fresh yearly WOF and new Rego, also has a mechanical winch at the front.  

 

Get yourself or that special someone an awesome Xmas present and go racing! 

Contact Tim McDonald Phone: 0210484149 

 
 

Buy & Sell 



  

 

 

To order your Club apparel go to: 
https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/club-apparel/ 
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Club Apparel 

https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/club-apparel/


 

 

 

 

  

Club Apparel 



  

Club Stickers 

Contact Larni to get your TCC Stickers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2019 

1 February 2019 to   31 January 2020 
  New            ꙱ 
 
  Renewal     ꙱         
       (Please tick one)               

 
Surname: _______________________________________________       Membership Number: ____________ 
 
First Names:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ Post Code:______________ 
 
Date of Birth:__________________    Contact Phone #:  ____________________ 
 
Email:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For NEW members only – please indicate a proposer and seconder (must be current TCC members) 
 
Proposer's Name:______________________________________ Signature:__________________________________ 
 
Seconder's Name:______________________________________ Signature:__________________________________ 

 

Membership Type       Competition Number 
           Single    $70  
           $40 From October 1 (single only) 

 
Preferred Car/Race Number: 

 
________________ 

           Double $80 
             One competing member only 

 
Second choice: 

 
________________ 

           Family   $90 
             One competing member only 

 
Third choice: 

 
________________ 

 
Payment   (Please circle)   Direct Credit               Cheque    Cash 

 
For Direct Credit: Use your Surname and membership number as reference. Pay to account: 15-3942-0004244-00 
 

NOTE: Annual membership is valid from 1 February  to 31 January of the following year. 
Renewals must be paid prior to 1 the February 1 each year to retain voting or competing rights. 

 

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Taranaki Car Club Inc. I/we have attached payment in anticipation of my/our 
membership application being accepted. 

 
I/WE AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CLUB CONSTITUTION AND RULES. 

I/we hereby give consent to my/our name, address, contact phone number(s) and other 
information forming part of my/our membership details to be held by the TARANAKI CAR CLUB  INC and 

to be used for the club's objectives. I/We acknowledge my/our rights to access correction of the 
information. This consent is given in accordance with the Privacy Act 1993. 

 

 
APPLICANTS SIGNATURE ___________________              Date:_________________________ 
 

Send to:  Membership, Taranaki Car Club inc, PO Box 704, New Plymouth 4340 

or email to:  membership@taranakicarclub.org.nz 
 

https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/membership/ 

Club Membership 

https://www.taranakicarclub.org.nz/membership/

